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Pretty Lake Conservation Club 
Pretty Lake, LaGrange County, Indiana 

Minutes of the April 5, 2022 Board Meeting 
 
The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Directors of the Pretty Lake Conservation 
Club was held on Tuesday, April 5, 2022, at 6:30 p.m. at the home of Sue and Jim 
Mertz. The meeting was called to order at 6:45 pm.  
 
Board members present were:  Scott Alexander, Chris Alexander, Cary Fries, Sue 
Mertz, Beth Pusti, Tom Tassler, Cathy Kantorak, Barb Butler, and Craig Bobay. 
Board members absent were: Andy Scheidler, John Stemmler, Natalie McLaughlin, and 
Robert Burns. 
Scott reported that Gregg Wattier has resigned from the board, and Scott will ask Bob 
Burns if Bob is resigning, since Bob has been inactive.  
Non-board members present: Butch Vaughn and Rod Bergstedt. 
 
Board Minutes:  The minutes of the PLCC board meeting of October 5, 2021, were read 
and unanimously approved, with one minor correction. 
 
Treasurer’s Report.  Sue reported that the annual audit of the PLCC books was 
conducted on March 18, 2022, by Vicki Stanski and Craig Bobay.  Craig and the board 
thanked Sue for her work.  Sue reported that she conducted a competitive bid for the 
PLCC insurance contract, and that our present agent continued to be the best. The 
checking account balance at the end of March, 2022 was $54,130.44.  A discussion 
was held regarding the healthy balance maintained in the PLCC accounts.  On Sue’s 
motion (with Barb’s second), the board unanimously agreed that in addition to 
maintaining/improving our lake’s water quality, the emphasis for PLCC spending for 
2022 should be renovation of our historic PLCC clubhouse, and that Scott appoint a 
Clubhouse Renovation committee to make recommendations to the board for 
improvements (such as exterior, kitchen, and plumbing).  The board unanimously 
agreed that these decisions regarding clubhouse improvements should be made by the 
board as elected representatives of the club’s membership.  Craig moved to approve 
the Treasurer’s Report, Barb seconded, and the report was unanimously approved. 
 
Deal Ditch:  Butch Vaugh reported continued progress on locating the cause of the 
human e-coli pollution run off into the lake.  LaGrange County’s Health Department, Soil 
and Water Conservation District, and County Surveyor are all very involved in 
attempting to locate and remedy this problem.  With the LaGrange County Surveyor’s 
additional work over the winter on dredging and clearing the ditch south of Co. Rd. 400 
S. up to Co. Rd. 430 S., three suspect discharge pipes have been identified that drain 
into the ditch from among the residences along the eastern side Co. Rd. 900 E. These 
residences are not yet connected to the sanitary sewage system, and rely on septic 
tanks to treat their waste.  The LaGrange County Health Dept. is now in the process of 
testing the discharge from those pipes.  The most recent dredging will remedy water 
stagnation issues in that section of the ditch (as it did when dredging was conducted on 
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the north side of Co. Rd. 400 S.), and will help in improving the current and quality of 
the water that flows into our lake.  The board thanked Butch for his efforts to address 
this long term and significant issue that impacts the quality of water and life on Pretty 
Lake. 
 
LARE Grant and Invasive Aquatic Weed Treatment: Rod Bergstedt reported that he was 
successful in obtaining a LARE grant from the State of Indiana for Pretty Lake in 2022.  
No grants were awarded throughout the state last year. Last year, about 9 acres of the 
lake were treated; that work was paid for by funds the PLCC carried over from 2020.  
Rod distributed a Weed Control Status Report (dated April 5, 2022), which is 
incorporated into the minutes. The grant will permit a larger area of the lake (approx. 20 
acres) to be treated this year.  Rod solicited bids from 5 firms to conduct the invasive 
weed control survey and treatment for 2022, and is likely to recommend the same 
contractor (Aquatic Weed Control) as we have been using in recent years.  That firm is 
cost effective and very familiar with our lake and the areas where the invasive weeds 
exist.  This recommendation was unanimously approved by the board, and Rod was 
permitted to use his best judgment in selecting the best contractor.  Rod also 
recommended that the board approve additional spending to treat invasive weeds in the 
channel areas of the lake, as the grant does not cover those areas. On Cathy’s motion, 
which Barb seconded, the board unanimously approved additional spending not to 
exceed $2,000 for these non-covered areas.  The board thanked Rod for his 
outstanding efforts. 
 
Membership Committee: Barb, chair of the Membership Committee, reported that 2022 
membership fee notices were recently sent out, and that positive responses were 
beginning to be received. 
 
Clubhouse Committee:  Cathy reported we have five Clubhouse rentals for the season.  
She said she will reach out if/when she needs Spring cleaning help.  She also reported 
that the planned civil war re-enactment at the Clubhouse might be moved up to August 
(from October.)  The need to replace the tennis net was discussed.  The previously 
reported offer that an individual might donate the net has not resulted in a new net being 
obtained.  Pursuant to Article 9, Section 3 of the PLCC Constitution and Bylaws, a 
“Written Ballot For A Vote Without A Meeting” was properly conducted on Scott’s written 
motion, made on April 13-15, 2022.  The motion sought authorization for Scott to 
purchase a new tennis net and cable in an amount of approximately $300 ($260 plus 
tax and shipping.)  The motion was made without a meeting to be able to promptly 
purchase and install the net so that the tennis courts can be used prior to the May 
meeting. The motion was approved without objection. 
 
Newsletter: Chris reported that the next newsletter will go out near the end of April.  
 
Merchandise Committee: On Tom’s motion, with Cathy’s second, the board 
unanimously approved a request that the Committee be a granted an advance of up to 
$3,000 to begin purchasing PL merchandise for the upcoming season.  
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Events: The 2022 Events and Chairperson/co-chairperson assignments were 
discussed.  Added to the list was the PLCC Member Directory, being handled by Barb 
and Cathy. 
 
 
Other: 

- Public access boat ramp.  Chris reported that the DNR will be making 
improvements to the Pretty Lake public access boat launch area this summer, 
after the 4th of July.  At DNR expense, new prefabricated concrete boat ramp will 
be constructed in place of the existing concrete boat ramp and a new launching 
pier will be installed.  The installation may cause the access area to be closed for 
a couple weeks.   
 

- PLCC Clubhouse Nature Trail.  Craig reported that this project did not move 
forward over the Winter as planned, as the necessary work to finish planning for 
the trail construction was not completed.  The board agreed to not pursue 
construction of the Nature Trail at this time. 

 
- Outlet project.  Sue reported that the contractor was again delayed, this time due 

to lack of available stone material. The work should be completed this year.  
 

- The DNR boater safety course is now available on-line. 
 

- Outlet dam.  The Pretty Lake outlet dam is operated by the PLCC pursuant to 
LaGrange County Court Order.  The Court Order directs the lake level to be 
lowered each December to prevent ice from causing property damage and 
erosion to our shoreline.  The Court Order requires the dam to be adjusted to an 
established limit, raising the water level when the ice comes off the lake in late 
Winter.  Each December, at the time the lake level is lowered, PLCC volunteers 
clear the outlet channel of debris to improve the flow of the outlet stream so the 
dam structure may properly function.  This last December 4, Jim Mertz, Tim Dold, 
Randy Miller, Cary Fries, Andy Goodman, and Craig Bobay performed that work.  
At the April board meeting, Jim Mertz, who has been responsible for raising and 
lowering the outlet dam pursuant to the LaGrange County Court Order, handed 
the keys to the dam structure over to Cary Fries.  The board thanked Jim for his 
work.   
 

- Readerboard.  The board discussed the need to replace the PLCC news 
readerboard on E 500 S, near the corner of Highway 3.  Although all agreed that 
the sign should be replaced, no action was taken.  

 
The meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 
 
The next meeting of the PLCC Board of Directors is scheduled for May 3, 2022, at the 
PLCC Clubhouse, at 6:30 pm. 
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Craig J. Bobay, Secretary 
 
 


